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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT 
 

Inspection date: 
 

   17/12/24 Previous Inspection 
Date: 

N/A 

 

The quality and standards of the Early 
Years provision:    

 This Inspection:  Previous 
Inspection  

 

GOOD N/A  

Quality of Education GOOD  N/A  

Behaviour and Attitudes  GOOD  N/A  

Personal Development GOOD  N/A  

Leadership and Management GOOD  N/A  

 

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting? 

Children are happy and settled in this home from home setting. The childminder 
prioritises opportunities for children to develop their social skills. She plans lots of 
opportunities for children to meet new people in the local community, as well as, 
supporting children’s interactions within the setting.  
 
The childminder models language and interactions well and children watch her carefully, 
learning about her expectations and respect for others. Children listen carefully to the 
childminder and follow her instructions. They are kind to each other and enjoy helping the 
childminder throughout the day. For example, before snack, children help her to tidy up 
the toys and clear the environment before washing their hands and sitting down.  
 
The childminder identifies next steps in children’s learning and plans opportunities for 
children to practice these new skills throughout their play. This helps them to make good 
progress across all areas of learning. 
 

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to 
improve on? 

The childminder plans numerous outings each week. Children enjoy visiting the library and 
different playgroups, where they develop important social skills, meeting new people. The 
childminder also plans a visit to the group, ‘literacy in the woods’ where children enjoy 
exploring the natural world around them, while listening to and learning about a range of 
stories.  
 
The childminder is passionate about reading. She reads to children every day, as well as 
facilitating weekly visits to the library. This supports children speech and language as well 
as supporting a love of reading, to support future literacy skills. Furthermore, the 
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childminder uses electronic reading devices to extend independent reading opportunities 
even more. 
 
The childminder works very closely with parents when delays in children’s development 
are identified. She ensures she is kept up to date with information from other 
professionals, and when possible, she facilitates visits and conversations to further 
support children. Within the setting, the childminder plans meaningful learning 
opportunities that support children to make good progress. Children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported.  
 
The childminder supports children’s emotional development well and provides settling in 
visits to the setting prior to children starting. She holds conversations with parents to gain 
useful information about children and this helps her to support them through the 
transition process. Children settle well and demonstrate strong attachments with the 
childminder. They look to her for comfort and reassurance when needed and demonstrate 
a strong sense of safety and security in her care. However, the childminder has not yet 
thought about how she can support children through the transition process, when starting 
a new early years setting or when starting school to further support children’s emotional 
development and attachments.  
 
Children demonstrate high levels of engagement during story time. They listen carefully to 
the childminder read. The childminder talks about the pictures she can see, using single 
words and repeating new vocabulary for children to hear and learn. Children concentrate 
on their learning, and when they are distracted, the childminder skilfully refocuses them. 
In addition, she introduces number language, supporting children’s early mathematical 
development.  
 
The childminder has begun to explore training opportunities that have enhanced her 
knowledge and understanding of child development. For example, she recently attended 
training about children’s language development and has used ideas from this to enhance 
her practice within the setting. She plans to attend training in the near future to develop 
her own knowledge of special educational needs and/or disabilities, as this is an area she 
has identified in her own practice that she can improve on.  
 
The childminder shares ample information with parents regarding children’s daily routines 
and the care she provides. She talks about new achievements children make and their 
ongoing progress. However, the childminder has not yet embedded a robust procedure for 
sharing information about children’s learning and next steps with parents, to fully enhance 
shared learning opportunities and consistency.  

 
 

Safeguarding 

 
The childminder attends regular safeguarding training that supports her knowledge and 
understanding of how to protect children from any potential harm.  
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The childminder has a good understanding of the signs of abuse and what may indicate a 
child is at risk of harm. She has a robust recording and reporting procedure in place and 
takes the appropriate action when needed. Furthermore, the childminder understands her 
responsibilities for reporting allegations against herself, or concerns about another adult 
to the relevant agencies. 

What does the setting need to do to improve? 
 

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should/must:  

 
 

• Further develop communication with parents to fully support home learning 
opportunities.  

 

• Implement procedures for sharing information with other settings that children 
attend or will attend to support shared learning and transitions for all children.  

 
 

 
Inspection Activities 

• The childminder gave the inspector a tour of the setting.  

• The childminder talked to the inspector about the curriculum and what she wants children to learn.  

• The inspector observed the interactions between the children and the childminder.  

• Parents shared their views of the setting.  

• The inspector looked at relevant documentation.  
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Name of Childminder 
 
 

Jessica Davies  

Registration Number 
 
 

SCA170334 
 

Type of Provision 
(CM at home/non-domestic premises)  
 

Childminder at home 

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary 
Childcare? 
 
 

Both  

Local Authority 
 
 

Cambridgeshire  

Childminder Agency Inspector 
 
 

Vikki Reynolds  

Date of previous Inspection 
 
 

N/A  

Number of children on roll 
 
 

6 

 

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and 

young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. 

 

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us: 

Suffolk Childcare Agency 

High Street 

Wickham Market 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 0RD 

T: 01728 746970 

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk  

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk  

mailto:hello@scachildcare.co.uk
http://www.scachildcare.co.uk/

