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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT 
 

Inspection date: 
 

   22/11/24 Previous Inspection 
Date: 

N/A  

 

The quality and standards of the Early 
Years provision:    

 This Inspection:  Previous 
Inspection  

 

GOOD  N/A  

Quality of Education GOOD  N/A  

Behaviour and Attitudes  GOOD  N/A  

Personal Development GOOD  N/A  

Leadership and Management GOOD  N/A  

 

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting? 

The childminder provides a warm and welcoming environment for children. She works 
alongside her co-childminder and assistant and together they offer a well-planned and 
varied curriculum where children are given ample opportunities to develop a full range of 
skills. When children first start at the setting, the childminder prioritises children’s 
personal, social and emotional development. She provides comfort and reassurance when 
children need it and is responsive to children’s needs. This helps children to feel safe and 
secure in the childminders care.  
 
The childminder provides children and families with settling in sessions prior to starting. 
She provides a welcome pack that includes a range of information about the setting. 
Furthermore, the childminder gathers relevant information from parents about children’s 
learning and care routines to enable her to support children as they transition into the 
setting.  
 
Children demonstrate a good understanding of the boundaries in place at the setting. 
They behave very well and listen to the childminder’s instructions. When the childminder 
begins tidying up, children happily join in and help to clear the toys away. Older children 
demonstrate their excellent teamwork as they carry a basket together and put it away.  

 

 

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to 
improve on? 

 
The childminder provides outings within the local community where children gain a 
knowledge about the wider world. For example, children enjoy visiting the shop to buy 
different items that they later use during activities. They also visit toddler groups and 
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meet up with other childminders where children are able to practice and implement 
important social skills.  
 
Outdoors provides a vast range of learning opportunities for children. The childminder 
provides natural objects and ice for children to explore, as well as large physical 
equipment to encourage children to strengthen their gross motor skills.  
 
The childminder plans learning opportunities based on children’s age and stage of 
development. However, the childminder does not always encourage children to do things 
for themselves, such as wipe their own nose or get themselves dressed, to further develop 
their independence. This can impact on children’s preparation for school.  
 
The childminder knows her key children well and provides opportunities for them to 
extend on their current knowledge and skills. Children enjoy problem solving as they 
attempt to match the keys and padlocks successfully. The childminder encourages children 
to count and recognise numerals, extending on their mathematical knowledge.  

 
The childminder provides a high level of care for children. However, she does not always 
consider the impact on children when she interrupts their learning to complete daily care 
routines, such as nappy changing and hand washing.  
 
The childminder promotes reading and talks to children throughout stories to help 
develop their understanding and comprehension skills. She invites children to join her and 
differentiates these activities well by asking age-appropriate questions and repeating 
single words to support younger children’s language skills.  

 
The childminder uses an online app to share information with parents regarding children’s 
daily routines. Furthermore, she shares with parents, what children are currently learning 
and encourages parents to continue this learning at home, supporting children’s 
continued progress.  

 
The childminder teaches children about a vast range of cultures, religions and traditions at 
the setting. Children gain an understanding of celebrations such as, Hannaka. This helps 
them to gain an understanding of the differences between people and be accepting of 
others around them. 

 

Safeguarding 

 
The childminder demonstrates a good understanding of how to recognise young children 
may be at risk from harm. She knows how to contact the correct agencies to make a 
referral when needed. This helps to protect children from any potential harm. She attends 
regular training and this keeps her knowledge up to date and relevant. The childminder 
has a good knowledge of wider safeguarding concerns, such as, county lines.  
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The childminder has a good understanding of how non-attendance can impact children’s 
learning. Furthermore, she understands the potential risk when children do not attend the 
setting and has a clear procedure to follow if families are not contactable 

What does the setting need to do to improve? 
 

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should/must:  

 
- Review the organisation of daily routines, such as nappy changing, to ensure 

children’s learning is not interrupted.  

- Provide opportunities for children to carry out tasks for themselves to promote 

children’s independence.  

 
 

 
Inspection Activities 

 
- The childminder and her co-childminder joined the inspector on a learning walk and discussed the 

early years curriculum.  
- The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and the children.  
- Parents shared their views with the inspector.  
- The childminder took part in a joint observation alongside the inspector.  
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Name of Childminder 
 
 

Ella Holmes  

Registration Number 
 
 

SCA170337 

Type of Provision 
(CM at home/non-domestic premises)  
 

Co-Childminder  

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary 
Childcare? 
 
 

All  

Local Authority 
 
 

Norfolk  

Childminder Agency Inspector 
 
 

Vikki Reynolds  

Date of previous Inspection 
 
 

N/A  

Number of children on roll 
 
 

15 

 

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and 

young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. 

 

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us: 

Suffolk Childcare Agency 

High Street 

Wickham Market 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 0RD 

T: 01728 746970 

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk  

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk  

mailto:hello@scachildcare.co.uk
http://www.scachildcare.co.uk/

