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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection date: 18/12/24 Previous Inspection -
Date:

The quality and standards of the Early This Inspection: Previous

Years provision: Inspection
Good -

Quality of Education Good -

Behaviour and Attitudes Good -

Personal Development Good -

Leadership and Management Good -

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting.

Children enjoy their time spent at this ‘home from home’ setting. The atmosphere is calm
as children of all ages play in collaboration with each other. The co-childminders are warm
and affectionate in their approach, this puts children at ease as they readily enjoy cuddles
and comfort in the arms of the co-childminders. Children demonstrate that they feel safe
and secure in their care.

The co- childminders know their children very well. They have a thorough settling in
process that is tailored to individual children’s needs. They are flexible and supportive to
new families that join them, understanding that parents also need support when
transitioning their children into childcare for the first time. This ensures that close bonds
are formed before children make the final transition into their care. This effectively
supports their personal, social and emotional development.

Children enjoy a range of activities each day that engage them in positive learning
experiences through a well-planned curriculum that includes children’s current interests
and next steps in development. The co-childminders effectively use ongoing assessment of
children’s overall development across all areas of the Early years foundation stage to plan

their teaching throughout each term. Children make good progress.

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to
improve on?

The quality of education at this setting is good. The co-childminders work well in
collaboration together to implement a well-planned curriculum. Children experience a
range of learning opportunities both at the setting and on regular outings outside of their
home. For example, babies thoroughly enjoy engaging with ‘treasure baskets. They freely
explore a range of resources that are well planned to help to foster their curiosity and
exploration skills. Children excitedly explore a seashell and carefully listen to hear the sea.
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The childminder supports their communication and language skills well as she introduces
new words and narrates their play. This language rich environment effectively supports
children to develop their early vocabulary skills and ensures that they are more than ready
for their next stage of learning.

Children of all ages behave well during their time here. The co-childminders are
consistently good role models and implement a daily routine that children know and
understand. For instance, children respond positively to the childminder when she asks for
help to tidy away resources. Young children and babies know the routine well as they
happily help to put resources back into the correct baskets. The childminder is kind and
gentle and offers children lots of praise for helping her. Children develop a good
understanding of what is expected of them through a consistent approach that is
embedded into daily routines. This has a positive impact on the development of their
characters.

Children develop good physical health as they experience a range of opportunities to be
physically active each day. For example, children enjoy exploring their local community as
they go for daily walks in the fresh air. They buy fruit from the local shop for their snack as
they learn about healthy eating. Children also attend a weekly club where they take part in
different sporting activities that encourages them to try new things as they develop their
confidence and self-esteem. This a positive impact on children’s development across the
seven areas of the Early years foundation stage curriculum.

The co childminders have built strong working relationships with their parents. For
instance, parents share very positive feedback with the inspector about all aspects of the
service that they provide at this ‘home from home’ setting. Overall, leadership and
management is good. However, the co-childminders need to review and improve systems
that are in place for the induction of new staff and/or volunteers. They should also
consider completing further training with regards to safer recruitment to ensure that they
fully understand their role and responsibilities as an employer.

The co-childminders do meet their statutory duties. However, they must ensure that they
also follow Suffolk Childcare Agencies (SCA) requirements as well as the Early years
foundation stage statutory guidance for childminders. This is to ensure that they continue
to meet requirements for their ongoing registration, especially in regard to differentiation
of ratio requirements and work placements for volunteers and/or apprentices that
support at the setting.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is effective. The childminders have a good working knowledge of referral
routes in their local authority. They know who and when referrals should be made to if
they were ever concerned about a child in their care. They know who they should contact
if an allegation was made about a member of their household or other adults. They can
confidently discuss a range of scenarios that demonstrates their knowledge and
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understanding of how to keep children safe from harm and further abuse. They implement
a range of policies that are followed consistently.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider

should/must:
e Review and improve systems that are in place for the induction of new staff and/or
volunteers.

e Improve knowledge of safer recruitment processes.

e Ensure that Suffolk Childcare Agencies (SCA) requirements are followed as well as
the Early years foundation stage statutory guidance for childminders.

Inspection Activities

e The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their early years
provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years foundation stage curriculum.

e The childminder spoke to the inspector about children’s learning and development with a
particular focus on communication and language.

e Theinspector observed the interactions between staff/the childminder and children.

e Parents shared their views of the setting via telephone calls with the inspector
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Name of Childminder

Angela Cooper
Registration Number

SCA170224
Type of Provision
(CM at home/non-domestic premises) CM AT HOME
Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary

i ?

Childcare? BOTH
Local Authority

MERTON
Childminder Agency Inspector

NICKY WEBB
Date of previous Inspection
Number of children on roll

25

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and
young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us:
Suffolk Childcare Agency

High Street

Wickham Market

Woodbridge

Suffolk

IP13 ORD

T:01728 746970

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk
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