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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection date: 18/10/24 Previous Inspection 06/03/24
Date:
The quality and standards of the Early This Inspection: Previous
Years provision: Inspection
Good Requires
improvement
Quality of Education Good Requires
improvement
Behaviour and Attitudes Good Requires
improvement
Personal Development Good Requires
improvement
Leadership and Management Good Requires
improvement

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting?

Children enjoy their time spent at the childminders home. She offers a relaxed and
homely environment that puts children and families at ease. Parents are welcomed into
her home each session, where they receive detailed feedback about their child’s day.
Children are eager to show their parents what they have enjoyed learning. These
relationships reflect a positive and respectful culture. Children clearly demonstrate that
they feel safe and secure in the childminders care.

Since her last inspection, the childminder has completed significant training to improve
the delivery of her curriculum. She has developed her understanding of different teaching
strategies and has considered how this will support the development of children’s learning
through age/stage appropriate activities. This has improved the outcomes for all children
as she now implements a consistent approach that enables children to access learning
across all areas of the early years foundation stage (EYFS).

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to
improve on?

Children now benefit from meaningful learning across the seven areas of the Early years
foundation stage. The childminder now considers more effectively what children need to
learn next and how this will can be achieved. For instance, children develop their fine
motor skills as they use various tools to cut and shape play dough during a planned
activity. The childminder supports their learning further as they explore mathematical
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concepts such as heavier and lighter. This also supports the children’s physical
development well as they learn new skills that will support them when they are ready to
move on to their next stage of learning such as mark making.

However, there are still occasions, such as during adult-directed activities that the
childminder could support children’s knowledge and understanding further. For example,
when children freely share their ideas with her as they make links to previous learning, the
childminder does not always recognise this by exploring and extending children’s
knowledge through meaningful discussions to foster children’s curiosity about the world
around them.

Children display good attitudes to their learning and play. They understand what is
expected of them. The childminder is consistent in her approach to behaviour
management and sharing her house rules with children. For example, children play
cooperatively together, share, and take turns with puzzle pieces as the childminder is close
by. This has a positive impact on children’s personal, social and emotional development as
they enjoy the responsibility of completing small tasks independently.

Children demonstrate that they are competent and capable learners and enjoy doing
things for themselves. For instance, they respond positively to the childminder when she
asks for help to tidy away resources, ready for lunch. They know where resources belong,
as they independently put them back in their place. Nonetheless, there are occasions
when the childminder instinctively does things for older children, such as wiping their
noses for them. She doesn’t consistently support their growing independence in taking
care of personal routines such as these independently by encouraging them to try and do
it themselves.

The childminder understands the importance of working in partnership with parents. For
example, she regularly communicates with parents about children’s overall development
in a variety of ways. The childminder implements a consistent approach to tracking
children’s development and learning and shares this every term with parents. She also
suggests how they can support their children’s learning further at home. This effectively
establishes and maintains a two-way flow of information between the home and the
setting and impacts positively on the continuity of care and education for all children.

Safeguarding

The childminder has a good understanding of her safeguarding roles and responsibilities.
She understands what she must do if she was ever concerned about a child in her care to
reduce the risk of further harm. She can confidently recognise different types of abuse and
how this may impact on the children in her care. She keeps her knowledge up to date with
professional training. The childminder keeps accurate and organised records for all
children that attend her setting. Her home and garden are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should/must:

Implement a consistent approach to support children to learn to become increasingly
independent in their self-care routines.

Enhance opportunities during adult directed activities to fully support and extend
children’s knowledge and understanding.

Inspection Activities

o The childminder showed the inspector around the setting and discussed how they ensure
it is safe and suitable.

The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.

The childminder spoke to the inspector about children’s learning and development.

The childminder provided the inspector with key documentation.

Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

o O O O

Name of Childminder
Linda Clifford

Registration Number

SCA170177
Type of Provision
(CM at home/50% non-domestic premises) Childminder
Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary
i ?
Childcare? EYR, CCR

Local Authority
Herefordshire

Childminder Agency Inspector
Nicky Webb

Date of previous Inspection
6™ March 2024

Number of children on roll

Page 3 of 4




Company number 10198664
Company Name Suffolk Childcare Agency

scafl

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and
young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us:
Suffolk Childcare Agency

High Street

Wickham Market

Woodbridge

Suffolk

IP13 ORD

T:01728 746970

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk
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