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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection date: 06.03.24 Previous Inspection N/A
Date:

The quality and standards of the Early Years This Inspection: Previous Inspection

provision: Requires N/A
Improvement

Quality of Education Requires N/A
Improvement

Behaviour and Attitudes Requires N/A
Improvement

Personal Development Requires N/A
Improvement

Leadership and Management Requires N/A
Improvement

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting?

The childminder has not yet implemented a curriculum to develop children’s learning across all
areas of the early years foundation stage (EYFS). This limits how much progress they can make.
When planning activities each day, the childminder does not consistently plan ways to help
children gain new skills and knowledge. In particular, more able children are not challenged to help
them make progress. Furthermore, the childminder explains her preference to outdoor play only
when the weather is dry. This limits children’s access to learning outdoors.

That said, children are happy and safe. Parents comment on the wonderful relationships the
children have with the childminder. Children enjoy attending the setting and they are happy to
wave goodbye in the mornings.They give the childminder cuddles and look to her for comfort and
reassurance when needed.The childminder provides families with settling in visits prior to children
starting. She gathers useful information, such as, children’s routines and care needs, as well as
what children already know and can do. She uses this information to aid transition into the new
environment and this helps children to settle quickly.

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to
improve on?

The childminder does not have a clear curriculum in place. She provides children with trips out to
local toddler groups and soft play areas to support children’s social and personal skills. However,

she does not embed this throughout her practice. For example, she does not teach children to be
independent learners. They do not choose resources for themselves, and the childminder washes
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children’s hands for them. Therefore, learning opportunities are limited.

The childminder completes two-year progress checks for all children. She highlights areas of delay
in children’s development. However, the childminder does not recognise and implement a plan to
support children’s development to help them to make progress. For example, when children
demonstrate a delay with their physical skills, the childminder is unclear with how she is
supporting this.

The childminder has a garden which the children can access. However, she does not utilise this
area in all weathers and therefore, children’s experiences and learning outdoors is limited.

The childminder communicates well with parents and provides them with daily face to face
feedback when they collect their children. She tells parents each day what children have been
doing, including their daily care routines, such as nappy changes and sleeps. Despite the
weaknesses in the curriculum the childminder tells parents what she is planning for children and
what she intends for children to learn. She gives parents ideas to continue this learning at home.

Parents provide all food and snacks for children at the setting. The childminder educates parents
about healthy eating and therefore children bring to the setting a healthy packed lunch. The
childminder talks to children about the foods they eat. She provides activities using the pretend
food and talks to children about the healthy and unhealthy options. She asks questions such as
‘can you find the healthy foods in the box?’. Children demonstrate their knowledge by pointing to
the fruit they can see in the box.

The childminder reads to children. She chooses books to read that are interactive, such as sound
buttons for children to press. Children listen to the childminder read and they look at the pictures
together. To help children concentrate on the activity the childminder asks children questions,
such as, ‘can you find the yellow car?’. Children point to the picture of the yellow car. The
childminder does not use open-ended questions to encourage children to talk and develop their
speech and language skills.

The childminder has attended safeguarding training and keeps her knowledge up to date. She also
attends regular online seminars to develop her knowledge of early childhood development
further. However, she does not always tailor her training opportunities to focus on developing her
knowledge in areas that are needed.

Safeguarding

The childminder has a good knowledge of safeguarding. She is able to identify the signs and
symptoms of abuse and recognise when a child may be at risk of harm. The childminder displays
the contact details for the local authority’s safeguarding team and knows who she needs to
contact to make a referral if she has concerns about a child’s safety. She records all concerns and
information about children as required.

The childminder has a good understanding of her responsibilities for reporting any allegation made
against herself. She is also aware to report any concerns about another professional to the local
authority’s designated officer.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
must:

e Access professional development opportunities to further knowledge and implement an
effective curriculum that supports all children.

e Provide more support for children with SEND to help narrow and close gaps in their
development.

e Provide children with daily outdoor play opportunities.

Should:

e Improve questioning skills to support children’s language and communication
development and extend on what children already know and can do.

e Provide more opportunities for children to develop their independence.

Inspection Activities

e The childminder showed the inspector around the setting and discussed how they ensure it is safe
and suitable.

e Theinspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.

e The childminder spoke to the inspector about children’s learning and development.

e The childminder provided the inspector with key documentation.

e Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
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Name of Childminder

Linda Clifford

Registration Number

SCA170177

Type of Provision
(CM at home/50% non-domestic premises)

Childminder

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary
Childcare?

Both registers

Local Authority

Herefordshire

Childminder Agency Inspector

Vikki Reynolds

Date of previous Inspection

N/A

Number of children on roll

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and
young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us:

Suffolk Childcare Agency
High Street

Wickham Market
Woodbridge

Suffolk

IP13 ORD

T: 01728 746970

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk
W: www.scachildcare.co.uk
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