Company number 10198664

Company Name Suffolk Childcare Agency S C !

QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection date: 06.02.2025 Previous Inspection N/A
Date:

The quality and standards of the Early This Inspection: Previous

Years provision: Inspection
GOOD N/A

Quality of Education GOOD N/A

Behaviour and Attitudes GOOD N/A

Personal Development GOOD N/A

Leadership and Management GOOD N/A

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting?

Parents praise the home from home setting and commend the childminder's
professionalism and care. Children's development is regularly shared with parents, who
value the support for milestones such as potty training.

The childminder's positive interactions with the children support their social and
emotional development, enabling them to exhibit confidence within the setting. For
instance, the children can communicate with visitors and actively engage with them.

The childminder has high expectations of children’s behaviour and conduct. These
expectations are commonly understood and applied consistently and fairly. Children are
beginning to manage their own feelings and behaviour and to understand how these have
an impact on others. For example, children are observed using phrases such as “I’'m
sharing” when swapping toys with a peer. Children are developing a sense of right and
wrong.

The childminder promotes children’s independence throughout the day. Children do
things for themselves, such as collecting resources and setting up mark making at the
table. Children proudly share their artwork and show delight in the praise they receive.
This effectively develops their self-esteem.

Children rest according to their needs, each with their own cot and bedding. They are
checked frequently during sleep, and this is reported to parents.

Children show independence and understanding of hygiene when managing their own
hand washing explaining “l can do it”.
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What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to
improve on?

The childminder collects initial developmental milestone information from parents during
induction sessions and has a clear approach to supporting children's next steps. The
childminder models language and repeats words to encourage children to communicate.
This approach ensures children make consistent progress in their communication and
language development.

The childminder creates an environment that fosters children's communication and
language skills. For instance, visual now and next signs are used alongside verbal prompts
to assist children in understanding routines such as hand washing.

Children enjoy choosing their favourite stories and listen avidly when they are read. The
childminder skilfully uses the children’s interests from books to provide and extend a well
sequenced curriculum. For example, the book about apples covers cooking, maths
activities, and other topics. Sometimes, there are missed opportunities to use ICT to
expand and investigate further knowledge and consolidate learning.

The childminder presents activities to children in an imaginative and intriguing way which
encourages children’s interest. They quickly enjoy a game of hide and seek, collecting
apple pictures that have been hidden in the environment. The childminder uses maths
language as they play, counting and asking, “do you think we have any more?”. Children
delight in the activity and count as they play “1,2,3,2,5”. The childminder repeats the
correct sequence of numbers to support early maths skills such as counting.

The childminder organizes activities to enhance children's understanding of the world
around them. For example, children have opportunities to engage in activities that
celebrate festivals such as Chinese New Year and Valentines Day. This helps supports
children’s understanding of wider cultures.

The childminder is an advocate for promoting physical development and spending time
outdoors. She ensures children have opportunity to visit local parks and open spaces
which allows them to run, explore, jump and manage risks.

Children enjoy mark making activities and are inspired to draw things they see in the
environment. For example, drawing their own picture of the family dog which is pictured
on the wall. They show delight at what they have drawn, showing it to adults and
announce, “it's a dog”. The childminder praises the child’s efforts which develops their
can-do attitude and motivates the child to return to the area and continue drawing.

Children gain valuable knowledge about healthy eating through participation in cooking
activities, such as visiting the supermarket to purchase ingredients for apple crumble,
which they subsequently enjoy during mealtime. Mealtimes are a social time where
children and the childminder sit together and eat. This ensures children’s safety whilst
eating and promotes social and emotional well-being.
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The childminder maintains a positive and proactive attitude, continually engaging in
additional training to enhance her knowledge. This ensures she is fully equipped to
support children at all stages of their development.

Safeguarding

The safeguarding arrangements are effective. There is a culture of openness and positivity
around safeguarding, prioritising the safety and interests of children.

Furthermore, the childminder discussed processes and procedures of how to record and
report accidents, incidents, signs of abuse and neglect, as well as having a wider
safeguarding knowledge such as female genital mutilation, radicalisation, domestic abuse
and more.

The childminder ensures children's safety at mealtimes to prevent choking. Safer sleeping
guidance is followed to keep children safe while they sleep.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

Enhance the arrangements to develop children’s ICT skills and understanding of

online safety.

Inspection Activities

e The inspector sampled a range of policies and procedures.

e The inspector held conversations with the childminder and children throughout the
inspection.

e The inspector considered the views of the parents.

e The inspector observed children’s progress files on the online portal.

e The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children.

e The childminder took part in a learning walk/discussion and joint observation with
the inspector.
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scafl

Name of Childminder

Bianca Lightfoot

Registration Number

SCA170279

Type of Provision
(CM at home/non-domestic premises)

Childminder at home

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary
Childcare?

Both Registers

Local Authority

Richmond and Kingston

Childminder Agency Inspector

Sarah Seymour

Date of previous Inspection

N/A

Number of children on roll

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and
young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us:

Suffolk Childcare Agency
High Street

Wickham Market
Woodbridge

Suffolk

IP13 ORD

T: 01728 746970

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk
W: www.scachildcare.co.uk
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