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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT

Inspection date: 15/10/25 Previous Inspection 10/10/24
Date:

The quality and standards of the Early This Inspection: Previous

Years provision: Inspection
OUTSTANDING GOOD

Quality of Education OUTSTANDING GOOD

Behaviour and Attitudes OUTSTANDING GOOD

Personal Development OUTSTANDING GOOD

Leadership and Management OUTSTANDING GOOD

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting?

The childminder works alongside a larger team of co-childminders and assistants.
Together, they provide a vast outdoor forest school area, where children can explore and
develop their skills and learning to the highest standard.

The childminder knows children exceptionally well. She provides support and guidance for
children and families and plans meaningful learning opportunities, tailored to children’s
needs to extend their development. Children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities make excellent progress. The learning opportunities that the childminder
provides are exciting and engaging and children demonstrate high levels of concentration
throughout their play and learning.

Children demonstrate extraordinary social skills, understanding and interactions. When
children have a disagreement, the childminder facilitates a conversation to help them
solve the problem themselves and come to a compromise. For example, when children
disagree on the positioning of resources when building a den, the childminder asks, ‘what
could we do to fix this?’. Children think carefully and come to an agreement that makes
everyone happy, demonstrating an extremely high standard of social understanding.

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to
improve on?

A vast range of learning opportunities support a well-sequenced and challenging
curriculum. Children use the hammock for a range of reasons. For example, younger
children calmly swing, developing their balance and coordination. Older children explore
more risky play as they jump into the hammock and swing high. They demonstrate their
exceptional physical skills and balance as they jump out again.
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The childminder uses open ended questions to extend children’s critical thinking skills. For
example, when children point out there is no water, the childminder asks ‘what could we
do?’. Children think about this and suggest filling it up, solving the problem independently.

The childminder provides interesting and engaging learning opportunities that spark

children’s interest and curiosity. For example, on the table are a range of natural objects,
conkers, acorns and an old wasps nest. Children are intrigued to find out more about the
nest and use a range of tools, such as, scissors, to explore it and extend their knowledge.

The childminder works closely with parents. She spends time getting to know them very
well and adapts her practice to suit the needs of all families. This includes adjusting
communication styles, to ensure all parents receive a high-standard of information and
gain an excellent understanding of their children’s development and progress within the
setting.

The childminder is reflective of her practice and monitors children’s engagement levels
carefully. When children lose interest, she swiftly changes her teaching to meet children’s
needs. For example, at lunch time, the childminder begins to read. Children do not
demonstrate their usual high standards of engagement so she promptly adapts her
teaching and engages in conversations. This supports children’s excellent language and
communication skills to a high standard.

Communication with parents is fantastic and the childminder prides herself on providing
an outstanding level of communication with regards to children’s learning and
development. She shares regular newsletters, as well as using messages and an online app
to share more personal information. Additionally, home learning opportunities are shared
with parents and the childminder has implemented a new lending library to encourage
more reading at home.

The childminder and her team ensure that the forest offers children numerous
opportunities and access to a wide curriculum. For example, children enjoy bug hunting,
finding numerals hanging in trees, and a range of physical opportunities. Children carry
logs across the forest. They call to their friends for help, and they come running. Children
explain to their friends what help they need, and they work together as a team to carry
the wood.

The childminder has worked closely with her co-childminders to implement a range of
improvements since their last inspection. For example, they have introduced another new
sheltered area for children to enjoy. This is a quiet and calming space, where children can
relax and read stories. The cosy cushions and chairs encourage the childminder and
children to sit together to read, chat and listen to music.
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Safeguarding

The childminder demonstrates an excellent understanding of the signs of abuse and
knows how to protect children from harm. For example, she keeps contact details up to
date and close by to enable her to take swift action should concerns about a child’s safety
arise. The childminder understands her responsibilities for reporting concerns and
allegations against herself or other professionals to the relevant agencies.

Inspection Activities

e The childminder provided the inspector with a tour of the setting.

e The childminder and her co-childminders joined the inspector on a learning walk.
e Theinspector observed the childminder’s interactions with children.

e The inspector spoke to and gathered feedback from parents.

e Theinspector looked at relevant documentation.

Name of Childminder
Jenny Lane-Smith

Registration Number

SCA170120
Type of Provision
(CM at home/non-domestic premises) Co-Childminder
Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary
i ?
Childcare? Al
Local Authority
Norfolk

Childminder Agency Inspector
Vikki Reynolds

Date of previous Inspection
10/10/24

Number of children on roll
47

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and
young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us:
Suffolk Childcare Agency
High Street
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Wickham Market
Woodbridge

Suffolk

IP13 ORD

T:01728 746970

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk
W: www.scachildcare.co.uk
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