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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT 
 

Inspection date: 
 

07.02.2024 Previous Inspection 
Date: 

N/A 

 

The quality and standards of the Early Years 
provision:    

 This Inspection:  Previous Inspection   

Good N/A  

Quality of Education Good N/A  

Behaviour and Attitudes Good N/A  

Personal Development Good N/A  

Leadership and Management Good  N/A  

 

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting? 

Children are happy and settled at the setting. They develop good relationships with the 
childminder and look to her for comfort and reassurance. The childminder spends time with 
families during settling in sessions and this helps children to settle quickly. She works closely with 
parents and communicates effectively to share information about children’s ongoing learning and 
daily routines.  
 
The childminder provides a caring and welcoming, home from home, environment. Children feel 
safe in her care. The childminder is kind and gentle and treats children with respect and dignity. 
During nappy changing routines the childminder is mindful that children have a positive 
experience, and she does this by talking, singing and using positive body language throughout.  
 
Children demonstrate their positive attitudes to learning. They are excited to join in and keep 
trying when facing challenges. The childminder and children share awe and wonder about the 
world around them as they watch carefully when balls and toy vehicles rollacross the floor and 
down the slope. Children are fascinated by movements and repeat processes numerous times to 
strengthen their understanding.  

 
 

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to 
improve on? 

 
The childminder has a clear curriculum that is sequenced to support children’s ages and stages of 
development. She places focus on children’s communication and language, as well as confidence 
and independence. The childminder plans effective and age-appropriate activities to support 
children from a young age. For example, the childminder provides interesting resources and 
learning opportunities to spark children’s interests and language development.  
 
Families visit the setting prior to starting and the childminder gathers useful information about 
children before they start. However, the childminder does not always gather enough information 
about children’s learning and development to plan meaningful and effective learning opportunities 
from the very first day.  
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The childminder encourages children to develop their independence from a young age.  For 
example, children are encouraged to walk themselves, instead of being carried. Children begin 
helping with dressing and hygiene routines and the childminder encourages them to make their 
own choices and select their own resources from low level storage. This gives children the courage 
and confidence to keep trying and take on more challenges throughout their learning. 
 
The childminder is mindful of the learning opportunity’s children experience at home. She plans a 
range of exciting and interesting outings and activities that widen children’s experiences and 
provide them with opportunities to learn more about the world around them. Children enjoy 
exploring the local woods and parks, developing their gross motor skills and learning about nature.  

 
Children enjoy joining in with role play opportunities and especially enjoy the pretend kitchen and 
food. The childminder plays with children, modelling good behaviours and teaches children how to 
interact with others. Children copy the childminders actions and from a young age begin to 
pretend play. This supports children’s imaginative play and language development very well.  

 
The childminder has a good knowledge of child development and understands the importance of 
supporting children’s language and communication development from a young age. When children 
babble and attempt new words, the childminder repeats words clearly and introduces new 
vocabulary. For example, children shout ‘go’ as they roll a ball down the tube. The childminder 
then introduces ‘ready steady go’, expanding their vocabulary. Children learn new words rapidly 
and develop their language skills from a young age.  

 
 

Safeguarding 

 
The childminder is confident to recognise the signs that a child may be at risk of harm. She follows 
a robust procedure for recording and reporting any concerns she may have. The childminder has a 
good knowledge of wider safeguarding issues, such as county lines, domestic violence and the 
‘Prevent’ duty. She displays contact details for the local authority to ensure she can refer any 
concerns quickly and effectively.  
The childminder understands her duty to report any allegations against herself or another 
professional, to the local authorities designated officer.  
 

What does the setting need to do to improve? 
 

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:  

• Obtain further information when children start, to give the childminder a greater 
knowledge of what children already know and can do.  

 
Inspection Activities 

• The childminder joined the inspector on a learning walk and shared her curriculum. 

• The inspector gathered parent’s views about the childminder. 

• The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and the children.  

• The inspector observed the quality of teaching both in the setting and outdoors.  

• The childminder showed the inspector a range of documentation.  
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Name of Childminder 
 
 

Kimberley Fox  

Registration Number 
 
 

SCA170129 

Type of Provision 
(CM at home/50% non-domestic premises)  
 

Childminder 

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary 
Childcare? 
 
 

All registers 

Local Authority 
 
 

Nottinghamshire 

Childminder Agency Inspector 
 
 

Vikki Reynolds 

Date of previous Inspection 
 
 

N/A 

Number of children on roll 
 
 

2 

 

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and 

young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. 

 

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us: 

Suffolk Childcare Agency 

High Street 

Wickham Market 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 0RD 

T: 01728 746970 

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk 

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk 

mailto:hello@scachildcare.co.uk
http://www.scachildcare.co.uk/

