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QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION REPORT 
 

Inspection date: 
 

   19/07/24 Previous Inspection 
Date: 

- 

 

The quality and standards of the Early 
Years provision:    

 This Inspection:  Previous 
Inspection  

 

Good   

Quality of Education Good   

Behaviour and Attitudes  Good   

Personal Development Good   

Leadership and Management Good   

 

What is it like to attend this Early Years Setting? 

Children clearly demonstrate that they feel safe and secure when they attend the 
childminders home. She is very attentive to their needs, children form strong, close bonds 
with her. For instance, the childminder quickly realises when children are becoming tired 
and need to rest. She offers them comfort and cuddles to help soothe them when they 
become upset. Children respond positively to this approach, happily climbing onto her lap 
as they enjoy the warm and caring response from the childminder as they relax together. 
Children thoroughly enjoy spending time with her. 

The childminder has high expectations for children’s behaviour and conduct, she embeds a 
routine that children know and understand. For example, the childminder follows the 
same routine each day, so children know what to expect. Children are given plenty of 
warning when there is a change in routine, The childminder considers children’s views well 
as she seeks their opinions consistently throughout the session ‘are you ready for lunch’ 
‘shall we read a story?’. Children learn that their views are important and readily share 
their views with her. These relationships reflect a positive and respectful nature, that 
supports children’s personal, social and emotional development well. 

 

 

 

What does the Early Years Setting do well, and what does it need to 
improve on? 

 
The childminder knows her children well and plans a solid curriculum that considers their 
current interests and next steps in development well. For instance, children are deeply 
engaged as they explore an activity involving ice. They explore different ways to melt the 
ice using warm water and various tools. Children persevere until they succeed. Their 
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communication and language as continually evolving as the childminder narrates their play 
and introduces more complex language for older children. She effectively plans engaging 
activities and is able to differentiate her teaching very well to meet the various age and/or 
stage of the children that she cares for. This ensures that continued progress is made 
across all areas of the Early Years foundation stage, and all children make good progress 
from their starting points. 
 
Children freely explore the environment that has been well planned to meet their various 
needs in development. However, there are some occasions, such as some adult led 
activities, where the childminder cuts their exploration short. For example, she tries to 
redirect them away from freely exploring and following their lead as they want to explore 
further with paint. This interrupts their creative desire and instinct for sensory exploration 
through play. 
 
Children have developed good attitudes to their learning and play. The childminder is 
gentle but consistent in her approach to behaviour management. For instance. Children 
share and take turns with resources. They are polite and respond positively to her 
requests for help to tidy up. When minor disputes do occur the childminder swiftly 
intervenes, and offers children support to conflict resolute with each other. Nonetheless, 
on some occasions the childminder does not always consider how she could further 
support children’s learning about their emotions and the impact their behaviour has on 
others as she does not always help children to label how they are feeling or consider other 
children’s emotions.  

 
The childminder provides children with lots of positive experiences outside of her home 
that helps build their knowledge and understanding of the wider world around them. For 
example, children enjoy daily trips out in the local area and beyond, such as Kew Gardens. 
They were mesmerised during a recent trip to the huge ‘beehive’ structure that they were 
able to explore. They experienced wonder and awe as they learnt about the life cycles of 
bees and how their hives are structured. Children excitedly and confidently explained to 
the inspector about the wonderful time they had together. This has a positive impact on 
children’s physical development and wellbeing as they spend lots of time learning in the 
fresh air. 
 
Parent partnerships are a strength of the childminder. She works very well her parents as 
she implements a consistent approach to sharing information with them about their 
children’s day and overall development. For instance, every child has a daily diary that it 
shared with parents. They also receive daily photos about what their children have 
enjoyed. The childminder also completes individual monthly assessments that are shared 
with parents; she seeks their views and inputs these into her planning and children’s next 
steps. This ensures there is consistency in the education and care that children receive 
between their home and the setting. 
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Safeguarding 

The childminder has a sound working knowledge of safeguarding and child protection 
procedures that she must follow if she was ever concerned about a child in her care. She 
can confidently discuss a range of issues that may impact on children being at risk of harm 
or abuse. The childminder knows who and when to make a referral to in a timely manner. 
She understands the role of her Local designated officer. Her home, garden and cabin are 
safe and secure.  
 
 

What does the setting need to do to improve? 
 

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should/must:  

 
• Enhance opportunities for children to freely explore resources sensory exploration, 

especially during adult led activities. 

• Further support children to develop their understanding of the language of 
emotions and feelings and understand how their behaviour impacts on others. 

 
 

 
Inspection Activities 

 

• The childminder showed the inspector around the setting and discussed how they ensure 
it is safe and suitable.  

 

• The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.  
 

• The childminder spoke to the inspector about children’s learning and development.  
 

• The childminder provided the inspector with key documentation.  
 

• The inspector took into account written evidence from parents who shared their views of 
the setting. 
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Name of Childminder 
 
 

Caroline Dean 

Registration Number 
 
 

SCA170132       

Type of Provision 
(CM at home/50% non-domestic premises)  
 

Cm at home  

Registers (Early Years, Compulsory, Voluntary 
Childcare? 
 
 

Both  

Local Authority 
 
 

Middlesex 

Childminder Agency Inspector 
 
 

Nicky Webb  

Date of previous Inspection 
 
 

NA 

Number of children on roll 
 
 

4 

 

The Suffolk Childcare Agency (SCA) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and 

young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. 

 

Interested in our work? Find out more by contacting us: 

Suffolk Childcare Agency 

High Street 

Wickham Market 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 0RD 

T: 01728 746970 

E: hello@scachildcare.co.uk  

W: www.scachildcare.co.uk  

mailto:hello@scachildcare.co.uk
http://www.scachildcare.co.uk/

